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Welcome to the Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine

The Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Kagoshima University was established in 2012 as the ninth faculty in Kagoshima University
and the first in Japan to offer a joint educational program for veterinary medicine with Yamaguchi University, in order to meet the demands
of society, to be internationally accepted as veterinarians, to further contribute to the local community, and to provide opportunities for
veterinarians to play a wide variety of roles.

Regarding veterinary education at our faculty, in April 2019, our joint faculty of veterinary medicine received the educational accreditation by
the University Standards Association, a third-party evaluation organization, and in June, underwent an official final review by the European
Association of Establishments for Veterinary Education (EAEVE), the first in the Asian region to receive full accreditation. This international
accreditation body for veterinary education requires that education on all animal species and all veterinary practices be provided to all
students, and the joint faculty of veterinary medicine at Kagoshima University is one of the few veterinary educational institutions in Japan that
can put this into practice. Our faculty is located in Kagoshima Prefecture, one of Japan's leading livestock breeding areas, close to the center
of Kagoshima City, home to approximately 600,000 people, and within easy reach of the Southwestern Islands, home to rare wildlife. Students
who study here have the advantage of having many opportunities to come into contact with livestock animals such as cows, pigs, and chickens,
companion animals such as dogs and cats, and various wild animals that they need to be exposed to in order to become a veterinarian. On the
other hand, to become a veterinarian in Japan, one must obtain a veterinary license and pass a national examination. However, this national
license is only valid within Japan, and is not internationally accepted in itself. However, graduates educated in our faculty fully accredited
by EAEVE have the potential to work as veterinarians abroad, and it is noteworthy that the 2020 and 2024 veterinary graduates have in fact
qualified as veterinarians in the United Kingdom.

As mentioned above, our faculty is located in Kagoshima Prefecture, a livestock breeding area. The Department of Animal Science was
established as a new department in our faculty in 2024. “Animal Science" and "Veterinary Medicine" are animal sciences covering livestock
animals, companion animals, wild animals, etc., and are closely related to each other. In recent years, the concept of One World, One Health

(OWOH), which considers human and animal health and the global environment surrounding them as a single academic field, has become
widespread. In animal husbandry as well, animal welfare and global environment-conscious feeding management, breeding improvement and
reproduction, and the safe and stable supply of high-quality livestock products and processed foods are all linked to contributing to the creation
of food and an enriched lifestyle. In Kagoshima, where livestock farming is thriving, we hope to train livestock technicians who will support
the livestock industry under the concept of OWOH.

In Kagoshima, the southernmost prefecture of Kyushu island, a center for practicing animal science based on veterinary medicine and animal
husbandry is developing as the form of Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at Kagoshima University. There is no end in sight to our efforts
to improve the education of veterinarians and livestock technicians who can put the OWOH concept into practice, and we will continue to pay
efforts to make the faculty that can produce human resources with an eye on Japan and the world.
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