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Historical Overview and Timeline of the Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
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The Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine traces its origins back to April 1939, when the Department of Veterinary Science was established at the Kagoshima College of
Agriculture and Forestry, which became the Department of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Agriculture at Kagoshima University in 1949. Since that time, the veterinary
program at Kagoshima University has undergone several transformations: the adoption of a four-year undergraduate degree program plus two-year Master’s program in
April 1978, followed by the switch from a four-year undergraduate program to a six-year undergraduate program in April 1984; the restructuring from a nine-department
system (anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, pathology, microbiology, public health, internal medicine, surgery, and reproductive medicine) to a four-discipline system (basic
veterinary science, pathogenetic and preventive veterinary science, clinical veterinary science, and frontier veterinary science) in April 2006; and finally the establishment
of the Joint Faculty system in April 2012 as the ninth faculty at Kagoshima University. The combining of the respective strengths of the two universities collaborating on
the Joint Faculty system—advanced livestock medicine and animal health science at Kagoshima University, and companion animal medicine and public health science at
Yamaguchi University—is being utilized to develop a world-class veterinary program that will enable students to deal with the increasingly diverse range of needs that
veterinarians are expected to meet, through a multidisciplinary education built upon three core focuses in veterinary medicine (basic veterinary science, pathogenetic and
preventive veterinary medicine, and clinical veterinary medicine).

Furthermore, in April 2024, we established the Department of Animal Science and Welfare, and are working to develop human resources who can contribute to reducing
and solving the various problems faced by Japan's livestock farmers, as well as creating a "new future type of livestock farming."
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{ Timeline ) March 1908: Kagoshima College of Agriculture and Forestry is founded. The Campus Farm is developed.

April 1939: The Department of Veterinary Science is established.

August 1941: The Veterinary Hospital opens.

April 1944: The College changes its name to Kagoshima Norin Senmon Gakko.

May 1949: The College is reestablished as the Faculty of Agriculture of Kagoshima University under the
National School Establishment Act (Act No. 150, 1949).

April 1984: The veterinary education program is changed from a four-year to a six-year course by law.

April 1990: The Department establishes the Yamaguchi University United Graduate School of Veterinary
Science, a four-year collaborative Ph.D. course,.

April 2004: Kagoshima University is incorporated by law as a national university corporation.

April 2005: The Veterinary Hospital changes its name to the Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

April 2006: The Department of Veterinary Medicine is reorganized.

December 2008: The Equine Medical Center is established.

April 2011: The Transboundary Animal Disease Research Center is established.

April 2012: The Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine is established.

September 2015: The Experimental Animal Center is established.

May 2017: The Veterinary teaching Hospital is newly constructed and renovated.

June 2017: The Experimental Animal Center secures accreditation from the Association for Assessment and
Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care International (AAALAC International).

April 2018: The Joint Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine is established.

April 2019: Accreditation for meeting the School of Veterinary Medicine Standard by the Japan University
Accreditation Association (JUAA)

June 2019: The Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine-VetJapan South-is accredited by the European Association
of Establishment for ~ Veterinary Education (EAEVE).

September 2023: The South Kyusyu Livestock and Veterinary Medicine Center is established

April 2024: The Department of Veterinary Medicine changes its name to the Joint Department of Veterinary Medicine
The Department of Animal Science and Welfare is established.
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